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Differential Diagnosis of Abdominal Wall Defects - Omphalocele versus Gastroschisis
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Abstract
A newborn with abdominal wall defect is one of the most dramatic cases in neonatology, but also a 
challenge  for  pediatric  surgeons.  This  article  describes  the  fundamental  concepts  of  two  major 
abdominal wall defects - gastroschisis and omphalocele - including options and principles of pre-natal  
and postnatal care. Although these birth defects of the abdominal wall are always grouped together, 
they  are  two  separate  and  distinct  entities,  with  many  differences  in  terms  of  pathology  and  
associated anomalies;  this  explains  the different  therapeutic  approach and results.  For  a  correct 
management of the newborn with this anomaly,  it  is essential  to understand the similarities and 
differences between gastroschisis and omphalocele. This article emphasises the similarities between 
these two parietal defects, highlighting the differences as well.
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