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Abstract
Acute lower gastrointestinal bleeding is a major problem worldwide, being a rare and life threatening  
condition, with a mortality rate situated between 2 and 4%. Acute lower gastrointestinal bleeding is  
solvent for 1 - 2% of the entire hospital emergencies, 15% presenting as massive bleeding and up to 
5% requiring surgery. Lower gastrointestinal bleeding can be classified depending on their location in 
the small or large intestine. The small bowel is the rarest site of lower gastro-intestinal bleeding, at 
the  same time being  the  commonest  cause  of  obscure  bleeding.  5% of  total  lower  GI  bleeding  
appears  in  the  small  bowel.  When  endoscopic  therapy  associated  with  medical  treatment  are 
insufficient, endovascular intervention can be lifesaving. Unfortunately in some rare cases of acute 
lower gastrointestinal bleeding with hemo-dynamic instability and the angiography performed being 
unable  to  locate  the  source  of  bleeding,  the  last  therapeutic  resource  remains  surgery.  In  the 
following we exemplify two cases of acute lower gastro-intestinal bleeding which were resolved in  
different ways, followed by a thorough description of the different types of available treatment and 
finally, in the conclusions, we systematize the most important stages of the management algorithm in  
acute lower gastrointestinal bleeding.
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