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Abstract
We report a 60 years old patient who was admitted for a local recurrence after a right nephrectomy 
performed 2 years ago (papillary renal carcinoma with areas of sarcomatoid differentiation – pT3a).  
CT scan showed a retroperitoneal  mass with invasion of  the inferior vena cava. We performed a 
complete en-bloque excision of the tumor with the infrarenal portion of the inferior vena cava and 
lympha-denectomy.  The vascular  reconstruction was performed by the interposition of  a  20 mm 
diameter  Dacron  prosthesis.  The  postoperative  course  was  complicated  due  to  an  episode  of 
digestive bleeding (duodenal ulcer) which stopped after conservative treatment (antisecretory and 
hemostatics, including rFVIIa), but eventually favourable. At 6 months follow-up the patient presents  
no sign of tumoral relapse and a functional vascular prosthesis. The case is interesting due to the 
rarity  of  the  surgical  procedure  and  the indication.  The surgical  approach  of  the retroperitoneal 
tumors with vascular involvement is possible in centers with adequate technical endownment and 
human expertise.
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